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have dared to take upon herself, while six leagues from
the King of Spain whom she had never seen, a step so
bold and unheard-of, when we consider against whom
directed, a person possessing the entire confidence of
that King and reigning openly? The thing is ex-
plained by the order, so unusual and so secret, that
Amenzago had from the King of Spain to obey the
Queen in everything, without reserve and without com-
ment; an order that became known only at the moment
when she gave orders to arrest Madame des Ursins and
take her away.

Let us remark, too, the tranquillity with which our
King and the King of Spain received the first intel-
ligence of this event; the inactivity of the latter, the cold-
ness of his letter to Madame des Ursins, and his perfect
indifference what became of a person who was so cher-
ished the day before, and who yet was forced to travel,
deprived of everything, by roads full of ice and snow.
We must recollect that when the King banished
Madame des Ursins before, for opening the letter of
the Abbe d'Estrees, and for the note she sent upon it,
he did not dare to have his orders executed in the pres-
ence of the King of Spain. It was on the frontier of
Portugal, where our King wished him to go for the
express purpose, that the King of Spain signed the
order by which the Princesse des Ursins was forced to
withdraw from the country. Now we had a second
edition of the same volume. Let me add what I learnt
from the Marechal de Brancas, to whom Alberoni
related, a long while after this disgrace, that one even-
ing as the Queen was travelling from Parma to Spain,
he found her pacing her chamber, with rapid step and in